
Boys without Dads

By Philip Carl Salzman1

The Author asking if the so call “new family” is not a path in direction of the unknown shape
which may be dangerous for Human Kind.  

Television  programs  do  not  reflect  reality  as  it  exists.  Rather,  in  addition  to
dramatizing for entertainment, programs are intended as a guide to what reality
should be. Television programs tell us what is cool and what is not; they tell us
what is desirable and what is not. Another way of saying this is that television
programs have political agendas. 

One of the visions offered to us through contemporary television programs is that
single motherhood is cool. More than that, it is desirable, because it enforces the
feminist precept that women do not need men, and are better off without them. In
this  way,  unmarried  mothers  and  single  motherhood  is  regularized  and
normalized, even encouraged. Many of our TV heroines are now single mothers: 

 Detectives Amanda Rollins and Olivia Benson (Law and Order: SVU) are 
both single mothers. Rollins has given birth to two daughters by two 
different fathers who she is raising alone; Benson adopts a foster son to 
raise on her own. 

 Brigette (SMILF, all 2017 episodes) is the single mother of toddler son. 
The father is in a relationship with someone else, and the Brigette is 
ambivalent about the father. 

 Pregnant nurse Sandy (Remedy, S 1, Ep. 10, 2014, “Quit the Horizon”) 
cancels her wedding to the doctor father, and decides to raise the baby on 
her own. 

 Police detective Marla (Rookie Blue, S 6, Ep.2, 2015, “Perfect Family”) is 
pregnant after breaking up with the detective father, and plans to raise the 
child on her own. 

 Unwed Hannah, writer and protagonist (Girls, S 6, Ep. 10, 2017, 
“Latching”), has a baby boy fathered by the surfing instructor at a surfing 
school that she attended.

1 Philip Carl Salzman is professor of anthropology at McGill University.
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 Bonnie Plunkett, daughter Christy Plunkett, and granddaughter Violet 
Plunket (Mom, passim 124 episodes, 2013-2019) are three generations of 
unwed, single mothers. 

According to the U.S Census Bureau, between 1960 and 2016, the percentage of 
children living in families with two parents decreased from 88 to 69. Of those 
50.7 million children living in families with two parents, 47.7 million live with 
two married parents and 3.0 million live with two unmarried parents.
During the 1960-2016 period, the percentage of children living with only their 
mother nearly tripled from 8 to 23 percent and the percentage of children living 
with only their father increased from 1 to 4 percent. The percentage of children 
not living with any parent increased slightly from 3 to 4 percent.
So, almost one third of American children do not live with a mother and father,
and, of those, most live with their mothers. 

Births to single American mothers varies by race and ethnicity: 
Asian-American births to unwed mothers: 12% 
Whites…………………………………..:  28.5%
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander….:  47.8%
Hispanic………………………………...:  52.6%
American Indian and Alaska Native…...:   68.1%
Blacks…………………………………..:  69.8% 

In Canada, in 2009, 27.2% of newborns are born to unmarried mothers (although
the high number of “not stated,” up to 29% in some provinces, could raise the
total substantially). 
There  has  been  a  worldwide trend  during  1964-2014  of  increased  births  to
unmarried mothers, 
with Canada toward the lower end of the scale, and Scandinavian, other European,
and some Latin American countries with over 50% of births outside wedlock. 

Consequences

Raising children is demanding and difficult even with two parents. Much time and
constant attention is required. Demand on parental energy is high. Parenting is
difficult to fit in with other activities, such as making a living and maintaining a
home. Single parents are somewhat less likely to be employed than parents in a
couple, and less likely to have lucrative jobs. In  Canada, “in 2014, 69% of lone
mothers and 82% of lone fathers were working. The comparable rates for their
couple counterparts were 75% and 90%.” 
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Single  parents,  most  of  whom  are  mothers,  must  carry  all  of  the  burden  of
parenting themselves, as well as making a living and managing a household. This
is a major challenge, stretching single parents far beyond comfort and sometimes
to a breaking point. Hannah, in the episode of Girls noted above, bitterly rebuked
her mother for not telling her how stunningly difficult it is to raise a child on one’s
own.  The  radical  feminist  Dyann  portrayed  in  the  2018  Governor  General’s
Award  winner  The  Red  Word,  has  in  the  decade  after  she  is  expelled  from
university become a midwife and a single mother. 

Tears well up in Dyann’s eyes. ‘I’ve midwived for seven years, so I’ve seen it
every day. But I had no idea [parenting] would be this hard.’ (Loc 4452)  ‘She
said she’d “be there” for me, and all that obligatory penance crap. I left before
[my son] was born, which in retrospect was stupid of me. I should have taken
whatever help I could get.’ (Loc 4457)

A controlled  Finnish  study determined  that  “Compared to  children  of  married
mothers,  children  of  unmarried  mothers  were  more  likely  to  have  lower
educational attainment and occupational status. They were also less likely to reach
the  highest  income  third  in  adulthood  and  more  likely  to  stay  unmarried
themselves.  The  associations  were  also  present  when  adjusted  for  childhood
socioeconomic position.”

In an international study of eleven developed countries, the gap between children
of married parents  and the children  of  an unmarried parent  was clear:  “single
parenthood is associated with lower math and science achievement among young
children.  With  only  two  exceptions,  the  single-  and  two-parent  family
achievement  gap is  found within each country,  as well  as for all  11 countries
combined,  for  both  math  and science  subjects.”  Transfers  of  wealth  to  single
parent families seem to reduce the gap. 

Although both girls  and boys suffer the negative effects  of single parenthood,
boys  are  more  affected.  “New  research from  social  scientists  offers  one
explanation:  Boys  are  more  sensitive  than  girls  to  disadvantage.  Any
disadvantage,  like growing up in poverty,  in a bad neighborhood or without  a
father, takes more of a toll on boys than on their sisters. … The reasons that boys
react more negatively to disadvantage are varied and hard to pinpoint. Even in
utero,  boys  are  more  sensitive  to  extreme  stress  than  girls,  and  tend  to  have
more unruly temperaments.”

According to the researchers, “‘Boys particularly seem to benefit more from being
in a married household or committed household — with the time, attention and 
income that brings.’ But they said there were clues to why boys are extra sensitive
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16435957
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to disadvantage. A big one is that impoverished households are more likely to 
be led by single mothers, and boys suffer from a lack of male role models. … ‘It’s
quite possible that daughters are drawing the lesson that I’m going be the sole 
provider and the head of the family and take care of everything,’ the researcher 
said. ‘Sons could be drawing the lesson that the men I see around me are not 
working or committed fathers. They’re doing other stuff.’”

“Mothers, especially single mothers, tend to spend more time with daughters than 
sons. Boys, meanwhile, might need more oversight and discipline than girls to 
learn things like controlling their emotions and focusing on school. 
“‘Lucy Armendariz, a single mother of four, said her sons have deeply felt the 
lack of a male role model. Her oldest son, Kenny, 14, has received poor grades 
and skipped school often, though she said he is improving. Her two daughters, 12-
year-old JoAnna and 8-year-old Selena, have each been on the honor roll and 
enjoy school. ‘For him, he wasn’t able to have a positive male role model for 
years,’ she said. ‘My girls, they’ve had me.’”

A  study based on the U.S. National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (N 534,031
person-years) found that “youth incarceration risks in a national male cohort were
elevated for adolescents in father-absent households.” 
Exacerbating factors were low income, teen motherhood, low education, and race.
Furthermore,  the analysis  indicated that “Results showed that  children born to
single mothers, who never had a father in the household, faced relatively higher
incarceration odds than children who experienced disruptions later in childhood or
adolescence.” 

Explanation

The stunning upsurge of births to unmarried females and of one parent families,
almost  tripling in  fifty  years  is  correlated  with  the  increasing  ideological
dominance,  legal  power,  and  institutional  adoption  of  feminism.  The  much
repeated motto “a woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle” hammered
home the anti-male sentiment of feminism. For fifty years women have told each
other that they do not need men, that they can do anything they want to, that they
are better than man at everything. It is no shock that there is a spate of articles and
books--here, here, here, here, here, here--asking “Men—Who Needs Them?” 

Antagonism toward men is one of the  foundational attitudes of feminism. Many
prominent feminists have envisaged and advocated for a world without men, or
with as absolutely few of them as needed, and imagined ways to achieve it. And
many have urged political lesbianism as a commitment of solidarity with other
women, and a way of avoiding giving comfort to “the male enemy.” 
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But  most  women  are  not  interested  in  these  extremist  views;  only  fanatical
feminists hold them. Nonetheless, the influence of anti-male views has become
pervasive, and impacts the attitudes and actions of most women. No where is this
clearer than in the vast and increasing number of women who decide to raise a
child on their own. And, however good the intentions of the single mothers, their
children, especially the boys, become collateral damage. Unfortunately, feminism,
now dominant, has no concern for or empathy with boys, and so the fate of boys is
commonly disregarded by family, by schools, and by the state. 

Feminist gender narcissism has led to the devaluing of marriage, family, and male
children.  Disregarding  and  disparaging  half  of  humanity  is  in  practice  short
sighted, and in principle a crime against humanity. 

*

*    *
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